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DISCOURSE, ac. , the last, to be umpotent ; and eads in absolute fatal- 
Marr. xxiii. 8, 9. : ism and infidelity ; for, denying God foreknow- 
« But be mot ye called Rabbi; for one is your 14,0, it follows, either that the prophets, who 
Masier, even Christ ; and all ye are brethre n. And wore dines > tl hei h 
no man your father upon the earth; for one)” © eat more then their Maker, or that 
our Father, which is in heaven.” the Scriptures are a cunningly devised fable, and 
. (Concluded from p. 94.) those who believe them, are of all men, the greatest 
The orizin, destination, and consanguinity of slaves to error. 
man, isa subject which, of all others, strikes at Brethren, there is an effectual remedy for all 
the root of human pretensions. Circumstances these evils; and that remedy is Truth. “To whom 
may favour @ momentary precedence, and foster) shall we go, but to Christ, for He alone hath the 
prejuuices which cherish pride, and create dis- words of eternal life?” ‘“ Call no man master, for 
tinctions; but truth, like its Almighty Author, is one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
M werlul, and will prostrate error in the dust. brethren.’ Here is the antidote to the corrup- 
Behold, then, man, the universal child of a com- tions of science—the wisdoin of the world—and 
mou Father, and that Father God. With an im- the variety of deceptions which the grand adversa- 
mortal soul, possessing powers far transcending! ry of our nature is practising upon mankind. The 
bis present circumscribed vision to portray, and bane and antidote are now before you. Error, 
estranged from bis Father by the deceitfulness of | erecting his haggard front, dissevers mankind, and 
sin, far from his home, wandering in this wilder-| spreads ruin and death through the once beautiful 
ness of sin and death, and vainly striving to satisfy creation of God. Truth, glimmering through the 
an immortal mind with the transitory and fleeting clouds, dawns refulgent around you, and portrays 
enjoyments of the passing hour, he sports with | the restoration of ruined man. Envror, revelling in 
frebrands, arrows, and death, and consigns his misery and death, presents the spectacle of un- 
trother, whose happiness is indispensable to his | certainty in hope, and riots in destruction. Are 
sen, to interminable weretchedness. Could in-! you interested in the great drama which is crowd- 
sanity do more? What an outrage upon the com-|ing with events, and either depressing with de- 
mend of God, “ Love thy neighbour as thyself?” | spair, or elevating with triumphant anticipations 
¥ preposterous the conclusion, that God, whose} the universe? Is there truth in the declaration of 
me and Nature is Love, can be satisfied with| Jesus Christ, that “ye are all brethren?” Can 
sny thing short of Love; and that Satan, the ad-! brethren be indifferent to the welfare of each 
rersary of the world, should reign and triumph, | other? Look around you, and note the passing 
holding captive the offspring, perpetuating the | events of your age and generation. Try the spirits, 
misery, and marring the creation of God. | whether they be of God. Examine the boasted 
There is an argument in favour of the restitution | sincerity of the Ecclesiastical reformers, and pro- 
of all men to holiness and happiness, which may 'fessed saviours of the day! Do they beseech you 
be deduced from our premisses, and, although it! in Christ's stead to be reconciled unto God? or do 
may be considered superduous in the presence of they threaten you in their own behalf, with misery 
positive testimory, is still worthy of notice. Con-| and wretchedness, beyond the power of mortals to 
ceiving it incontestably proved that man has a) conceive, or devils to inflict? Is God represented 
common origin, it is fairiy inferred that bis desti-|as your Father, abundant in goodness, slow to 
pation is the same. This will be more apparent, | anger, unwilling that any should perish, but that 
when it is considered that the reverse of this pre- all should come to repentance ; who, gut of the 
supposes, either that God is a respecter of per-| multitude of his mercies, will have compassion, 
sons, and originally destined man to different ends, | and never afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
or that, having no purpose whatever, and unable |of men? Do they draw you with the cords of lore, 
to control events, He from necessity leaves him a vas with the bands of a man, and portray Jetiovah 
prey to fatality. Either of these views are an im-|as the “ God of the whole earth, who will nof con- 
peachment of the character, and derogate from the | tend for ever, nor be always wroth, lest the spirits 
perfections of Deity. The first savours of the Cal-| should fail before him, and the souls which he has 
Vinistic, and the last of the Arminian scheme. They| made?” Is he represented as the unchangeable 
may be considered as the two extremes of error.| Fountain of light, and life, and love—* the Friend 
The one, representing Deity possessed of power, | of sinners,” and the “ justifier of the ungodly, free- 
but destitute of goodness to save. The other, as ly through Christ?” Whose affection as far tran- 
Possessing the disposition, but destitute of power or | scends an earthly parent’s,as the beavens are higher 
wisdom to act. The first, declares God to be eruel ;| than the eartb, or the east distant from the west! 
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That the “-mother may forget her sucking child,| his tabernacle, and reunited, by a Spiritual and 
but that Ged will never leave nor forsake you?” Is| unchangeable union, his wandering children to 
this the spirit which breathes through, and con- | himself, in the person of the anvinted Head of j, 
stitutes their ministration of reconciliation? If so,,; man nature, who is boue of our bone, and flesy 
be assured, that their Spirit is from God—if so,| of our flesh. What Jacob saw ix heavenly Vision 
“ how beautiful are the feet of them that bring! is here realized by the faith of him, who betiers. 
good tidings of peace, that say unto Zion, Thy God | that “ Jesus was delivered for his offences, and 
reigneth!” Or is there a spirit abroad, which re-| rose again for his justification.” Christ, our Dj. 
presents God as your enemy? limiled in his good- | vine Head and Redeemer, “ is the way, the tn 
ness ;—quick in his anger—willing that manyshould | and the life.” Through Him descend, in contin, 
perish, and determined that only a few should come | al succession, unnumbered and ceaseless blessings 
to repentance—-who out of the multitude of his| from God out of heaven. We hear our Fa 
vengeance will hurl unheard of torments upon standing at the Head, and proclaiming, that in 
millions without any compassion, and afflict wil- ‘thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 
lingly and grieve the children of men—who is the | By him we mount the celestial steep;—with him, 
God of a part, and will contend for ever, and be | we have ascended into heaven! 
always wroth, and destroy the souls that He has| The union, therefore, of the Divine and bumay 
made—that he is changeable ; and will shortly, nature, in the person of our Head and Redeeme; 
instead of granting the sinner life, and light, and | is the foundation of our hopes, and the solace of 
love, burst, like a tremendous volcano, in eternal our fears. We there behold the God and Father of 
fury,and, as an enemy, consign them to an endless lour Spirits, and the Spirits of the great world of 
hell—that he will never justify the ungodly—that; mankind, partaking, by his tabernacling in the 
his affection, so far from equalling an earthly pa-| flesh, our sinful nature, He magnified his lay, 
reats, who pities the child of his body, will for- | and made it honorable by the association of the 
sake his offspring, and drown them in endless per- members of bis body in his perfect obedience tp 
dition, and horrible despair—that as high as the that law which they had broken; and with 
heavens are above the earth, or the east distant | Adam's race, his once guilty but now justified 
from the west, so far his hatred exceeds the hatred | children, he burst the barrier of the tomb, and tri. 
of guilty man. jumphed over the grave. Then 
If, as is conceded by all, the concerns of a fu-| Hell felt the wound which Satan aim’d at may, 
ture state of existence are of greater moment than | And man, emancipated, rose to heaven. 
can be expressed, how papayas is the Cou") Here is a consummation honourable to God, and 
duct of those who slight the Scriptures, which are}. Leiria ume, A cemeiiedion te outa 
a revelation of the word and will of God, PO pssst ate ba : , _ 
“: 47. : : - accordance with the Seraphic choir, who sung, 
give heed to lying vanities, and cunningly devised | Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
fables’ “If we receive the witness of men, the| a “ ‘ 
: cood will towards men.” A consummation, whieh 
witness of God is greater.” And his witness is, | * , 
os -’?| must exalt to rapture the heart of him, who look 
thet “we have eternal life in the Son of his 


Love.” That “ : ¢ _, | ing with the eye of faith to heaven, Beholds him 

“* lp Sorta * eof gt ae pater ho is your Father, and by affinity and unin 
; ‘ ee : with whom, “all ye are brethren.” 

hast been our dwelling place in ali generations— Adverting to the errors of our day, which shu 


Betore the mountains were brought forth, or ever! from the eyes of so many the glorious truths oi 
thou badst formed the earth and the world, even | God, what language can be found to describe the 


Fe i Fe s i : ited . . aa . . . 
— everlasting to ee thou God. | subtimity of Truth; its triumphant victory over 
© consanguinity of te great family of man-| eyor: of to portray, in glowing colours, the stu- 


kind, is therefore a truth, attested by God, and | jendous contrast? Error, black with the shades 


me eae Sogn and — His ——e is | of retrospection, stands aghast, and, trembling, 
ae —. ng aga mages by an | moves in frightful disorder to its only refuge, cov- 
Foor so author *s me Semg, end all POW | tradiction and falsehood. Truth, vivid as the 
ers, dominions, and principalities, shall be brought | 


Site eubiiection to hic wi 1 elori lightning of heaven, sweeps, with the besom of 
4 j > | : ‘ 

fon 7 ome 4 “ = = en te we - | destruction, the long catalogue of horror, which s0 

oe eee US; many centuries have multiplied in the distracted 


that no setecing can be of utility, unless it produ- | mind of fallen, erring man, and consigns it to obli 
pathy, Sorresponding’g + Wt'ls agreeable to'na-| vion! Error, shrouds the mind in darkness, inter- 
ture ; which is a manifestation of the power, wis- 


lee he h ly visi _scatters firebrands, ar- 

; pts the heavenly vision, . scatters firebrands, 
pe aped oy ty err nana that | rows and death, and introduces doub‘, anarchy 
Shee eae ’ it M2 in whe > “a with the (22% despair. Truth, fills the mind with brilliant 
Scriptures, which declare, that God. alone, is the 


Creator, Preserver, and Saviour of men. That he) 


leveg 


Her, 


|prospects—pierces the gloom of uncertainty,— 
dissipates doubt,—disarms resentment,—produces 
‘confidence, and convoys the willing soul to 


rended the heavens and come down,—made flesh | heaven. Error, represents the Deity as cruel aad 


"Psalm xc. 1, 2. | partial ; creating fer destruction and misery, or ca- 
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and without design, tormenting man-|the truth as it is in Jesus, and a desire to prevent 
for ever. Error, would divide the house oi! consequences resulting from mistatements, demand 
4 the family And should I, in presenting to your 
art to heaven, contrary to the demands ol| view the statement referred to, use language that 
ndless and unavail-| may be called severe, I trust it will appear, that 
hedness | your declarations demanded, and Gould only me- 
can the mind rest short of truth? And | rit the expressions used; and that it was not in- 
sophistry or circumlocution can destroy this | dulged with a design to criminate, or irritate your 
that “one is your Father, which is io | feelings. The assertion alluded to was in substance 
and all ye are brethren ? This, alone, is the | as follows:—That all the promises found in the 
ecipe to the thousand ills that life is heir to—this, Bible respecting eternal life, were suspended on 

oa is the universal panacea which restores conditions ; or in other words, there was not one 
Leal to the sin-sick mind,—unfolds visions of fu- | unconditional passage of scripture to be found in 
Z which, by anticipation, dissipates the | the Bible, that said any thing concerning eternal 
ortality, and carries the rapt-soul to|/ife. While you were thus asserting, were you 
heaven ' | aware, Sir, what kind of people you were preach- 

spirit of the prophets, assist us, W hile we con- jing to? Were you persuaded they were entirely 
te " late the glories of that day, when “the ran- ignorant of what is in the Bible ? Or did you 
«omed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion | presume that they were so blinded by .a bigotted 
it songs, and everlasting joy upon their Head” — | attachment to their preacher, as to take every 
when “they shall obtain joy and gladness, and | thing for truth which he delivered? Or is it possi- 
corrow and sighing shall flee away.’ When “.4/1| ble you are so ignorant of the Scriptures yourself, 
nations whom thou hast made, shall come and | as not to know that there are many plain uncon- 
worship before thee, O Lord,’"—When “All the | ditional texts of scripture that contain the words 
ends of the world shall remember and furn eternal lite? Iam really straitened in my mind 
nio thee, and all the kindreds of the nations} What to think. [would exercise charity, which 
shall worship before thee, for thou art great and | inclines me to believe you ignorant of the Divine 


dJoest wondrous things, ‘how art God alone.”t| testimony on this point. But then an inquiry 


pv iciously, 
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vice, consign the residue to € 


of man, against itself; and, eleva- it from me. 


¢ wrete 
Where 


what 


heareny 


ture glory; 


om ol Mm 


with 


. 


‘Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth; and | presents itself ;—Is it possible that a person of your 
reak forth into singing, O mountains: for the | education, a person who has spent some time in 
Lord hath comforted his people, and will have preparing for the christian ministry, should yet 
merey upon his afflicted."—Then, Deatn, the | be ignorant of so important a passage? even so 


las’ foe to happiness will be destroyed—then, the ignorant as not to know that there was such an 
last echo of human suffering, will cease to vibrate | one in the Bible ? 

Now, one of two things is certain—either you 
‘The seas shall waste—the skies in smoke decay, | presumed ve _ oe of your hearers, to 
Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away: | state that which ae knew to be false, or signs 
but fix'd his word, his saving power remains— | 8n0rant bow pay ee - psa — 
Thy realm for ever lasts, thy own Messiab reigns.” la high-handed wickedness intentionally to de- 

2 ceive! In the second instance, it manifests an ig- 

For tHe Gosret Herat. norance of the Scriptures not very reputable to a 

Dover, Serr. 12, 1820. minister of Christ; and indicates that the time 

spent in study has been directed to a perusal of 

the systems and commentaries of men, rather than 
the word of God; and also a want of proper cau- 
tion, to be assured you were correct, before you 
hazarded the assertion. If you had examined your 
Concordance on this subject, it would have refer- 
red you to Romans, vi, 23—“‘ For the wages of sin 
is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ist Eipistle of John y, 
11. “And this is the record that God hath given to 


us, eternal life, and this,lifeis in his Son.”—ii. 
25, “And this isthe prom he hath promised 
us, even eternal life.” These, anda number of 


throughout the remotest borders of thy creation. — 


Rev. Joel Osborn, 

DEAR siR;=—Having had an opportunity, on 
Sunday the 10th inst. of hearing you speak in 
public, in the grove near Doct. Delavon, in Do- 
ver, | notice an assertion of yours, which displays 
a great degree of wickedness or ignorance. I feel 
myself bound by duty to address you, in the hope 
that I may be able to call your mind to serions re- 
fection on the improprietyof making declarations 
unwarranted by scripture, and inconsistent with 
that love of the truth, which, as christians, we are 
bound to maintain. tis a lamentable fact, that 
the Clergy, generally, who are opposed to the 


doctrine of God’s universal benevolence, do often 
make assertions, which carry inthe face of them 
evidence that they must know better than they as- 
sert. This address I present to you in christian 
affection, possessing no disposition to harm you 
or to do you any injury whatever : .a regard for 








*Isa.axxv. 10. Ps, laxxvi. 9, 10. xxif, 27. 


- 


other passages that go to prove your assertion in- 
correct, are found in the Bible. I think, therefore, 
your zeal may have led you rather rashly to hazard 
a declaration that probably pass unnoticed ; 
should this be the case, I beg of you, as a disciple 
of the Lord Jesus, and beseech you in the name 
of that God whom we both profess to worship and 
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adore, that you will take the earliest opportunity] of one in a pit, wherein was no water, ang it ip 
to undeceive your deceived hearers. ‘The wisest| said this deliverance should de wrought it Virtus 
and best of men are liable, in their zeal, to mis-| of the covenant made in their behalf, Whieh js 
take ; but it is an honour to acknowledze the mis-| therefore called ‘heir Covenant. Nor Rey 11 
take, and the glory of the good man and the chris-| for this speaks of gathering them from all quart 
tian to confess when he bas done wrong. to the general Judgment, who in the next yen, 
Yours respectfully, are said to be cast into the lake of fire. Nor He ology: 
A FRIEND TO TRUTH. | sii 23. for here all the saved are said to be the « 7 - f 
— born, to denote their excelleney, high privile.. appro 
CIRCULAR LETTER. right of priesthood, and large inheritance.” learne 
(Continued from page 81.) (To be continued ) poses 
“ Since the awful subject before us is so clearly re-| We think it incumbent on our Opponents, fry and u 
vealed in the word of God, it may seem trifling to| to prove that there is a future punishment, in 9, whicl 
uudertake to show that there is no scripture in fa-|ther mode of existence posterior to this life, prost 
yor of a release from future punishment, as if it! (which éhey say will never end,) before they reason we pl 
might be possible for scripture to say and unsay, to) as though this position were admitted, or, at least, ferret 
speak for and against the same thing. Neverthe-| proved! That “the Scriptures holdforth a red mp. its de 
less, it may be of use to mention the principal! dion from hell,” and in this mode of existence, ty, worle 
scriptures that are pretended to hold forth a re-| we declare and prove, beyond the possibility oj savol 
demption from Hell, in order to show, that beside | refutation, as follows—-“ Thou hast delivered my pleas 
the foregoing reason, there are generally reasons! soul from the lowest hell,” is the positive and une. in co’ 
sufficient, rising out of the texts themselves and quivocal declaration of a prophet! The author duce 
contexts, to shew that they mean no such thing as} of this circular were cunning enough to omit this beyo 
they are brought to prove. Thus, for instance, the | passage in their pretended mention of the principal topie 
all men in Ist. Tim. ii.4. can never mean every in-| Scriptures, &c. vanil 
dividual of the human race, for there are some| Relative to the word “all,” reader, we hay hous 
who were before ordained unto condemnation and| their word for it, that this word only meansa their 
are vessels of wrath fitted for destruction. Jud. 4.| part!!! The day for clerical juggling has gone less | 
Rom. ix. 22. but rather all sorts of men as ver. Ist by—a black coat now, will, in the opinion of hove “ va 
Kings and peasants, rich and poor, bond and free,| nen, sanction a declaration as well a white one, pride 
male and female, young and old; and who are! and no better. The time was, when the assumed rews 
therefore to be prayed for: nor can 2d. Pet. ili. 9. dignity and farcical grimace of men, would impow the ¢ 
admit of such an interpretation, for this means, not| greater restraint, and demand greater and more lo 
any of the us mentioned before, or the belored in| implicit deference and obedience, than the whvi of ai 
the Ist. ver. nor 1 John. ii. 2. which means that the| revelation of the word and will of the God of the Jesu 
benefits of Christ were not to be confined to the) whole earth! Should this language offend, let {le decl 
Jews only, but to be extended to the Gentiles also;| offended remember, that we are not “ reviling the The 
nor Rom. v. 18. for here the first and second} gods, nor cursing the ruler of the people!” Our Chri 
Adams, and their respective offspring, are put in| praises and adoration is reserved for, and exclu- cler, 
opposition, showing that as the offspring of the! sively belongs to, our Heavenly Father! “ We ca! frou 
one was lost by his sin, the offspring of the other| no man master ! spiri 
shall be saved by his grace; the one offspring} We notice in particular the following—* Nor clar 
condemneé for one offence, the other saved from! Eplies. i. 10. which only says, that @ll in Christ king 
many ; nor Col. i. 20. for all here must be under-| shall be brought together, but not those, who ined 
stood in a limited sense ; for it cannot include An-| never were IN him, and die in their sins; nor shal 
gels in heaven, who could not be reconciled to| 1 Cor. xv. 22. for this speaks of the resurrection of this 
God, since they never had been in a state of irre-| the body from natural death.” Look at this—* By mor 
conciliation; al] the elect of God then are meant| myself have I sworn, saith the Lord;” &c. “in 19.) 
who are spoken of as reconciled by the blood of} thy seed (Christ) shall a! the nations of ihe earth shal 
the Cross. Nor Epb.i. 10. which only says, that|be blessed.’ Now these Rev. Gentlemen will in d 
all in Christ shall be brought together, but not) have it, that very few of the nations are, or ever and 
those, who never were in him, and die in their| will be in Christ! Will they please to tell low Is tl 
sins; nor Ist. Cor. xy. 22. for this speaks of the} they are to be blessed in him, if they are never to 
resurrection of the body from natural death, not|be in him? We urge the consideration of this 
of a resurrection from spiritual death ; nor Rom.| question, and demand an answer, not from thew 
xi. 32. which speaks of having mercy on all, that| alone, but from all, or any of the numerous unbe- 
is, on all that believe, as in the parallel place Gal.jiievers in the universal salvation of God. Avd 
iii.22. Nor Zech. ix. 11 forthese are the Words/ farther, let it be remembered, that any evidence 
ef Christ to the Jewish church, comforting themia| they may produce to prove that mankind, or any 
the prospect of the favour, that should be shewn| part of them, are blessed out of Christ, will prove 
them by Cyrus, and comparing their distressed sit-| a little more than they will be pleased to acknow: 
uation in the Babylonish captivity, to the situation | ledge! 
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Again. Itis disagreeable to accuse any of false- 
bood prevarication, or even simple evasion ; but 


when ou 


101 


“ victory alone is sufficient.” We pity the wretch- 
ed propagators of this miserable heresy. We call 


r duty makes it necessary, we shall do it, | upon all its supporters to defend it, or acknowledge 


~egardiess of the consequences. In the language | its futility. They have trifled already too long. 


of Sacred Writ, we say, “ Let God be- true, and 
every man a liaf.” That complimentary phrase- 
ae falsehood, and showers, with equal hand, its 
approbation o® all and every thing, we never 
earned! With am eye fixed on truth, and a pur- 
ose, chastened with contumely, but unassisted 
and unaided by the mammon of modern impulse, 
which, independent for its birth, wil! never be 
prostrated to the service of the god of this world, 
we pursue error, and with the lightning of truth, 
ferret it from its hiding place, and expose, in all 
its deformity, the many beaded hydra to a deluded 
world! Therefore, let those, to whom this may 
savour of vanity, disprove our zeal, or if they 
please pretensions, by disproving our conclusions 
in confwling the premisses from which they are de- 
duced. The subject under discussion is important 
beyond description. Compared with it, common 
topies and pursuits are less than nothing and 
vanity. It is the well-being and safety, not of 
houses, lands, or money, which are as unstable as 
their admirers, but the endless well-being of count- 
less millions of rational intelligencies. it is that 
“vain philosophy” which originated in human 
pride, and hellish selfishness—which, fostered and 
rewarded with dust, is emphatically a branch from 
the “ root of all evil,” which we war against. 
In these money enlightened days, the declaration 
of an inspired apostle of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, is treated with contempt; and his 
declarations declared, in effect, to be of no avail. 
The words, “ For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall al? be made alive,” are defined by 
clergymen to mean, “ the resurrection of the body 
from natural death, not of a resurrection from 
spiritual death ;” and this, when the context de- 
clares, that “ flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. Behold, | show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed ; for 
this eorruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal immortality” And the prophet (Isa. xxvi. 
19.) declares, “ Thy dead shall live, my dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in dust: for thy dew shall be as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead.” We ask, 
Is the “ dew of herbs” fire and brimstone ? and are 
the dead called upon to “ awake and sing,” be- 
cause they are to be tormented for ever? Can a 
greater inconsistency be found, than the reasoning 
of these dignified clergymen? Be it known, that 
these very men, who declare, that the words, “ As 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive,” does “not speak of a resurrection from 
spiritual death,” have themselves taughs, that ail 
wen died spiritually in Adam!!! 
“ Triumph not over an enemy,” says the maxim, 


an 





And we tell them, that if the titles to their perish- 
able and insignificant possessions in this world, 


y, which politely accOmmodates itself to truth | were questioned with one half the testimony we 


have adduced against their title to eternal life, 
(which consists in their belief of the damnation of 
their neighbours and relatives,) they would not 
sleep quietly in their beds until they had examined 


the matter to the bottom. 
ER 


LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. 
LETTER VI. 
MY DEAR H. 

A passage is often quoted as of Divine 
authority, which is supposed by some to be in the 
Bible, and to point directly to a state of endless 
misery, and to foreclose all hopes of a change for 
the better in an other state of existence. This has 
so frequently been thundered from the pulpit, and 
published from the press, that few, wlio fail to search 
the Scriptures, doubt its Divine authority. The 
passage is worded as follows :—“ As the tree falls, 
so it lies; and as death leaves us, so judzment will 
find us.” ‘The scripture supposed to justify this 
phraseolovy, is in the 11th of Ecclesiastes, 3d verse, 
in these words :—*“ And if the tree fall toward the 
south, or toward the north, in the place where it 
falleth, there it shall be.” The mind that can take 
this in its connexion, and apply it in the manner 
aforesaid, has a predilection for artificial terrors 
which | do notenvy. The language is evideutly 
figurative, and the context is its best comment. 
The caption to the chapter runs thus: “ Directions 
for Charily.”’ 7 &c. &c. | shall not now endeavour 
to prove that four and six are ten.—Read for your- 
self. 

We frequently hear that “ God out of Christ isa 
This is the orthodoxy of the day, 
but the doctrine of Paul is—“ Our God is a con- 
suming fire.” The term fire is so frequently used 
in scripture to signily purification, that it seems al- 
most impossible to construe the term as is some- 
times done, without doing violence to the most 
common understanding. “ The light of Israel 
shall be a fire,” and “ He shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he shall purge the sons of 
Levi,” &c. “ He himself shall be saved, yet so as 
by fire.” This fire is for the destruction of the 
wood, hay, and stubble ; and fur the separation of 
the dross and tin, that a man may be “ more pré- 
cious than gold; yea, than the golden wedge of 
Ophir.” 

We hear from the pulpit, that Christ came to 
take away the sins of the beliering world. This, 
by the way, is a world of which the Saviour of 
men was ignorant. A believing world, like a dark 
sun, is the creature of a distempered imagination. 
The Bible is averse to this doctrine. Believers 
are always spoken of as distinct from the world— 


consuming fire.” 
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chosen out of the world, and distinguished from RELIGIOUS TRACTS 
it. Christ says, the world hateth the disciples, (Concluded from page 94.) 
because they are not of the world, &c. and not} In our last we noticed a Tract, entitled « Anes 
one passage leaves the question in the dark. Nor) heart the child's best portion,” &e. The motto for 
does a solitary text justify this absurd crudity, got- this Tract is, * A new heart will I give you” The 
ten up as a shelter for distressed argument. writer remarks, “ It is the same thing that js . 
Eternal death is another phrase in great repute | another place called being born again.” 4,, 
among the clergy, for which not the shadow of a/ apostle James says, “ of his own will (not oun) 
shade of support is found in scripture. By this | begat he us with the word of truth,” &c. ‘The ques. 
phrase is meant an endless life of misery. Paul | tion is put the children, “ You would cry and}, 
tells us, “ the wages of sin is death, but the gift of very sorry if your parents were angry with you, 
God is eternal life.” He does not say eternal death— | and threatened to turn you out of doors, and never 
he had not studied in our modern schools of divi-|see you any more ; but how much worse would ; 
nity—but he tells us of a death which settles the | be if God should say to you, Depart from ine, v 
question as far as his information extended. He cursed, into everlasting burnings?” We do ny 
says, “ to be carnally minded is death.” And fur- | recollect any believer in endless misery, who ever, 
ther tells us of the great love of God to those dead, | in quoting the promises of God, attempted to jp. 
and informs us that the effects of this love were | crease them by altering the phraseology! We pre. 
manifested in quickening those who were dead in | sume, bowever, that this could not be done. By 
sins. we frequently find them altering, what they pre. 
When Christ wept over Jerusalem, and alluding tend means evil, or endless misery, with a view jy 
to the shutting up of the Jews in unbelief under | make it more to their taste! They have marked 
the new dispensation, he told them that the things |@s a quotation the sentence, “ Depart from me, 
belonging to their peace were hid from their eyes. | &c. substituting the word “ burnings” for “ fir 














_ Every one who has seen the prophecies re-pecting | A superficial reader might pass this by, as a sync 


the blindness of the Jews, and the taking away of | nymeus term; we, however, think different!) 
the vineyard, and giving it to others, will easily|We have read of those who passed through fire 
trace this declaration of the Saviour But the! and were not burned; but, we think, they could 
plain and natural import of the language would | not have dwelt in everlasting burnings without lx 
not answer the purpose of our divinity-mongers.|ing burnt. According to this Tract, ministers ars 
They must apply it personally, and to give it a sent with the “ glad tidings,” that, unless we make 
proper relish, season it with a word, which, well new hearts out of our old ones, we shall be sent 
spoken, and frequently repeated, has a wonderful |“ into everlasting burnings.” Now we, in ou 
effect. You will find the passage to which I allude | turn, ask, How bad would it be, for an earthly pa. 
in the 19th of Luke, “ If thou hadst known, even | rent to turn his children out of doors, and refuse 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which be-|everto see them any more? We answer, it would 
long to thy peace! but now they are ror Ever |be so bad, that the whole world would cry, Out 
hid from thine eyes.” upon him—he is worse than a savage! Will God, 

A certain clergyman, who was considered a/|our Heavenly Father, turn bis children, (and “ al! 
rousing preacher, went about some three or four|are his offspring,”) out of doors, and into “ ever. 
years azo, for the purpose of making religious | lasting burnings?” Does the prophet mean to sey 
stirs, or revivals, as they are called, and this was | that God will do this, when he declares, “ When 
his principal text. A certain lawyer invited|my father and my mother forsake me, the Lori 
a Mr. G to hear him—he did so. The above | will take me up?” Psalm xxvii. 10. * Can a wo- 


“was then bis text. After’ service, the lawyer in-|man forget her sucking child, that she should nvt 


quired, “ Well, Mr. G. how did you like the ser- | bave compassion on the son of her womb? yea, 
mon ?” they may forget, yet will 1 not forget thee. Be- 

Mr. G. “ Very well—he stuck to his text like a pol: I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hero.” : hands ; thy walls are continually before me.” Is. 

Lawyer. “ But how is this—have you relin-| slix. 15, 16. 
quished your sentiments—or how shall I under- ——o— 
stand you ?” Striking Similarity. 

Mr. G. “ My meaning is, that as he made the| Pretenders to orthodoxy, in our day, would have 
text, so he did well in sticking close to the tenor | it taken for granted that they tread in the steps 0! 
of it.” the apostles, those eminent followers of our Lord 

An explanation ensued, and the lawyer wrote Presuming that they are sincere in their desire of 
the clergyman, who returned for answer, that the | imitating them in all things as much as possible, 
text was written in haste—that he had preached | We recommend the following to them, and wis! 
many sermons from it--and had never before dis-| them to peruse it carefully, and we think, by an 
covered his error. How remarkable it is, that may en they will perceive the strik- 
these mistakes always bear on the same side of the | ing ity which exists, in every respect, be- 
question. Your affectionate fatber, tween them and the apostles! 1 Cor. iv. 11—13 

Albany. MENTOR, “ Even unto this present bour we both hunger an 
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vt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no 
certain dwelling-place ; and labour, working with 
eur own hands: Being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we en- 
creat: we are made as the filth of the world, the 
ofscouring of all things unto this day.” 

It is possible we are so blind that we do not see 
things right. Really, it appears to us, that, to speak 
within bounds, there is some slight shade of dit- 
jerence between receiving a salary of $3,600, or 
¢4,0U0 per annum,and being treated as the apostles 
were treated. If we are mistaken in this matter, 
we hope our clergymen, who receive these salaries, 
will be so kind as to set us right; for we should 
be pleased to be very correct in our opinion of this 


matter. 
i 


The way to Evade a Question. 
What do you believe ? said a man to his neigh- 


hour. 
« Why I believe the same that the Church be- 


lieves.” 
Pray what does the Church believe ? 
“ Why the Church believes the same that I be- 


lieve.” 


Well then, what do you and the Church both | 


believe? 

“ Why the Church and I both believe the same 
thing.’ 

Although we cannot approve of the above me- 


thod of evading a question, still we, in charity, re-| 


commend it as a kind of dernier resort, in desperate 
cases, to those of our friends who are so unhap- 
pily situated as to be ashamed of their faith ; and 


at the same time so willingly ignorant, and per- | 


versely obstinate, that they will not exchange their 


shameful doctrine for the truth, which would an- | 


swer a much better purpose ! 
a 
DIALOGUE, 

“Your doctrine is a base doctrine,” said a 
Methodist to a Universalist, “‘ Sooner than believe 
it, | would cut off my right hand.” 

Universalist.. Lam not ashamed of my faith ; it 
gives me joy in believing. 

M. Neitheram I ashamed of my faith. 

U. You are ashamed of it, and I will prove it. 

Mf. You canaot. 

U. Pray, what is your faith ? 

M. My faith; I believe the righteous will be 
happy for ever, and the wicked will be made end- 
lessly miserable! 

U. Do you not hope they will be endlessly mise- 
rable ? 

M. I hope they will be endlessly miserable; 
Do you think me a brute ? 
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ble, and are ashamed even to acknowledge, that 
you hope or wish your doctrine to be true, but at the 
same time believe it; you, therefore, are ashamed 
of your faith; and confess, that none but a brute 
can rejoice in it!!! 

We recommend the perusal of the above to all 
believers in the endless misery of their neighbours. 
If it does them no good, we think it cannot hurt 
them. 

ee eee 
THE MISTAKE. 

We have been questioned, relative to our ac- 
count of the abominable petition in our last num- 
ber, by a person who declared that he was present, 
and that the clergyman“ only told the Lord that he 
would be glorified in damning sinners for ever,” &e. | 
On inquiry, however, the person was mistaken in 
the church. It was in First-street where he heard 
the “Lord told” what he could do, &c. The petition 
in question, was offered in another place. 

If the clergyman, who told the Lord that he 
would be glorified in damning sinners for ever, will 
inform us what chapter and verse contains this sen- 
timent, &c. we, then, will acknowledge, that he has 
some authority for his doctrine, beside an ignorant 
head, and a corrupt heart. 

ae 
For the Gospel Herald. 
AUTHENTIC ANECDOTE, 

The Rev. Dr. S. of H. once met a neighbeur on 
Monday, whom he had noticed at his meeting 
twice, on the: preceding day—well, ‘said the Doc- 
tor, how did you like me yesterday ? Why, to tell 
the truth, said Mr. D. in the morning you did very | 
well—but—in the afternoon you spoiled the whole. | 
O, answered the doctor, we ministers are like | 
tavern keepers, who keep all sorts of liquors to, 
suit their cuslomers. This was certainly a true bill! 
as regarded his conduct, and how far it is a gener-} 
ai truth, is left for those to decide, who very often 
hear preachers commence with pure—rank—John 
Calvin's Calvinism, and finish with the Arminian 
cant of “ the calls and invitations,” and the “ dial 


| be saved if we will,” because the offer is free for 


all. From such “ grace and works,” in the mat 
ter of our salvation, I would say with ennai 
“« Good Lord deliver us! Vv. #7 
—_—__—— 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 
A lady residing in Barre, who was a zealous pro- 
fessor and believer in the Methodist connexion, de 


| sirous of bringing up her children in the nurture 
‘and admonition of the Lord, made it her practices 


to take all her children to meeting with her that 
were large enough to go, and on her return to ques- 
tion them on what they had heard. One day the 


U. I believe that all men will be endlessly! good lady with ber children went to hear a Mr. 


F—— who was called a powerful preacher, in 


happy; and I not only hope and wish them to ra 
80, but I rejoice in the knowledge that they willbe | consequence of the awful denunciations, and un- 
so; but you think none but a brute can wish or | merciful punishments which he unceasingly, aad 
hope the endless misery of a part of mankind ; and with a liberal band dealt out to sinners. On their 
Jou, notwithstanding, deliewe they will be misera-|retura the dear woman began to question her 
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children, when a little son, between five and six 
years old, stepped up to his mother, and looking 
very earnestly in her face said, ““ Ma'am, did you 
ever hear a man swear so in all your life?” 

Boston Univer. Magaz. 
—— 

From the North American Review. 
RAISING OF JALRUS’ DAUGHTER. 
They have watch'd her last and quivering breath, 

Aad the maiden’s soul has flown ; 
They have wrapt her in the robes of death, 
And laid her, dark and lone. 


4 


But the mother casts a look behind, 
Upon that fallen low'r.— 

Nay, start not—’twas the gath’ring wind— 
Those limbs have lost their pow'r. 


And tremble not at that cheek of snow, 
Over which the taint light plays, 

*Tis only the crimson curtain’s glow 
Which thus deceives thy gaze. 


Didst ‘hou not close that expiring eye ? 
Aud teel the sott pulse decay ? 

And did not thy lips receive the sigh 
Which bore her soul away ? 


She lies on her couch, all pale and hush'd, 
And heeds not thy gentle tread, 

And is still as the s, ring-flow’r, by traveller crush’'d, 
Which dies on its snowy bed. 


The mother has flown from that lonely reom, 
Aud the maid 1s mute and pale, 

Her ivory hand is cold as the tomb, 
And dark is her stitfen'd nail. 


Her mother strays with folded arms, 
And her head is bent in wo, 

She shuts her thoughts to joys or harms, 
No tear attempts to flow. 


But listen !-—what name salutes the ear ?— 
It comes to a heart of stone ; 

* Jesus” she cries, “ has io pow'r here, 
My daughter's life has flown.” 


He leads the way to that cold white couch, 
And bends o'er the senseless form, 

€an his be less than a heavenly touch ? 
The maiden’s band is warm! 


And the fresh blood comes with roseat hue, 
While death's dark terrors fly, 
Her form is rais’d, and her step is true, 
And life beams bright in ber eyes! 
 — 

From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
An instance of the Practical Good Effects of the 
DOCTRINE OF LIMITED PUNISHMEN1. 

In a village, well known to the Editor, there lives 
a person who believes the doctrine of the Restitu- 
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tion of all Things. We will call him A, He had 
neighbour whom we will cal! B. a man Cintns, 
gion was like that of the rest of the world, Another 
neighbour of the same cast, whom we will cai} ¢ 
had done B. an ill turn. B. was sensible of it, but 
had it not in his power to resent it as he wishe: 
He, therefore, kept a sense of the injury in bis 
mind, and waited for a proper season of revenge 
In process of time, an opportunity presented itself, 
and B. had it in his power to take his revenge wig, 
interest. Pleased with the prospect, he came 
his neighbour A. and told him the case, and seem. 
ed to anticipate the satisfaction of revenge. 4 
attended to his tale, but persuaded him from jis 
purpose. B. seemed resolved on vengeance. «| 
know,” said he, “ you think I shall be eternal, 
damned.” “ No,” snid A. “ I don't believe you o- 
any man will be so, I believe that every ‘Sane 
will be punished according to his works, but tha 
all punishment will come to an end, that every 
sinner will be humbled at last by his punishment. 
and be reconciled to God, by the blood of tie 
cross” ‘ What,” said B “ not eternally damned? 
I thought that every Christian had believed in ever. 
lasting damnation.” “ Not quite every one,” said 
A. “ for I don't: and I know many others th 
don’t. Neither do I believe that the Scriptures 
teach any such doctrine.” “ I am sure,” said 8. 
“ T have read in the Bible of eternal punishment, 
and everlasting damnation.” A. explained to B 
the Scriptural acceptation of those words, and r- 
ferred him to the everlasting priesthood of Aaron 
and his sons, which has ceased. to the everlasi- 
ing covenant of circumcision, which was abolish- 
ed: to the everlasting hills, which will be destroy. 
ed in the general conflagration, &e. A. went on 
to say that God loved all men : that Christ died for 
all: that all judgment was given into the hand of 
Christ: that he would inflict on some sinners few 
stripes, and others many; but on every one that 
number which his iniquity deserves. A. besoughit 
his neighbour not to increase his own damnation 
by the acts which he had in view. B. listened 
with attention, and said, “ If that were the case, 
he thought there was some hope for him.” He 
promised that he would not take the revenge 
which was in his power. “ I thought,” said be, 
* that I must be eternally damned, and so it did 
not siguify whether I was damned for much sin, or 
a little; according to the old Proverb, I thought! 
might as well be hanged for a sheep, as a lamb.” 
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